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The lambing Calculator enables an 
understanding of where a farm stands 
among a defined broader group. 

The pasture growth forecaster (jointly 
funded by B+LNZ and DairyNZ) is 
developed as an aid to feed budgeting. 
It hones in on specific geographic areas 
broken into 44 districts divided into 5km 
square grids. Data from NIWA’s Virtual 
Climate Network Stations help estimate 
pasture growth forecasts. Historical data 
spanning 40 years of records is used in 
the calculations.

Lambing Calculator, Pasture Growth Forecaster, Farm 
Benchmarking Tool and Meat exports Analysis Tool
Over two sessions, four tools from B+LNZ’s information portal will be 
demonstrated. Development has involved interaction with end users, publishing 
prototypes every 2-3 weeks and using farmer feedback to refine them. 

The farm benchmarking Tool is 
the first step in providing a toolset 
allowing selection of farm data 
relevant to individual situations. It 
simplifies existing quintile analysis 
from the Economic Service. 

The Export analysis Tool builds 
understanding of markets and trends 
for NZ meat exports (volumes and 
value by market). It enables users to 
create and download their own graph 
of annual export volumes, values and 
trends in average value. 
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business decisions and promote their 

collective interests  



• Pasture Growth Forecaster  

• Lambing Calculator 



www.beeflambnz.com 
 

Interactive tools 
 
 

http://www.beeflambnz.com/


Pasture Growth Forecaster  
Interactive Tool 

Erin Garnett 
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What, why and who 

• A web-based tool that forecasts pasture growth to 
aid feed budgeting 

 

• No district or farm-specific pasture growth data   

 

• B+LNZ own and responsible for website tool 

 

• Farmax own and responsible for My Forecast   



How it works 

• NZ divided into 5km² grids 

• Environmental conditions from NIWA and Landcare Research: 

– Rainfall  

– Soil temperature 

– Solar radiation 

– Potential evapotranspiration 

– Soil water holding capacity 

– Soil fertility 

 



District forecast 

• NZ divided into 40 districts 

• District forecast uses mean value for each 
grid and calculates overall mean value by 
averaging all grids in district 

• This is a relative estimate   



Validation 

Actual climate, soil and pasture data collected at 
Project farms 

 

Pasture growth rates are calculated in Farmax 

 

‘Learning equation’ is calibrated to improve 
accuracy  

 



Go to: www.beeflambnz.com 



Click on interactive tools 



Scroll down 



Using the pasture growth forecaster  



6-14 day forecast 5 day forecast 



How to sign up 
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Sign up to My Forecast 
• My Forecast gives a forecast specifically for a farm 

• Receive: short, current and long-term forecasts  

• $9.95/month 

 



On-farm application 

• Decision making in relation to feed budgeting 

 

 

• Short forecast  
• Operational decisions  
• 1-30 days 

 

• Current season forecast 
• Tactical decisions  
• 30-90 days 

• Long term forecast 
• Strategic decisions  
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